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[Letter One: ] 
[Abstract:] Sends $5 gold piece for examination. (Acting Assayer DuBois Report filed herein.) 


Office of Assistant Treasurer U.S., 
Boston, Mass., 
July 20, 1883 


Sir: 


I submit herewith a coin representing five dollars, apparently counterfeit. Will you please 
inform me as to its composition, and its value, returning to this office at your earliest 
convenience, with an information regarding it. 


Respectfully 
A.J. Hastings 
Acting Asst. Treas. U.S. 


A.L. Snowden Esq. 
Superintendent, 


US. Mint, 
Phila. Pa. 


[Noted at bottom: ] 


Mr-Oprim can -be-given without per 





Cut open & examine before Assaying — think it filled 
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[Letter Two:] 


/1 27/83 

Remnants = 111.4 grains 
Assay slip = 17.9 “ 
Original wt. of coin 129.3 grs. 
at 832 fine = $4.63 

total value 

P.DB. 

A.A. 


Value of slips 64 cents 
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[Letter Three: ] 


The Mint of the United States, 
At Philadelphia, Penn., 

Assay Department, 

July 27, 1883 


Sir: 


I have cut and assayed the half eagle sent for examination from Boston. This was 
necessary, because there were several indications of the piece being filled though there were 
good reasons for thinking otherwise. It has a convex-concave surface, & filed edge; the weight 
3/10 of a grain heavy; turned slightly under the acid; Specific Gravity 16.39 (too low). As the die 
was genuine, and there was a double impression on the obverse, I conclude that the piece was 
struck from a drop die. 


The assay showed it to be of gold 832 fine. 
Very respectfully 
Patterson DuBois 


Actg. Assayer 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Supt. &c &c 


